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PARENT INFORMATION PACK 
ONE GOD: FATHER  //  SON  //  SPIRIT 

 

HELLO YOUTH PASTOR! 
 

That’s right! Youth pastors! Although I make a lot of mistakes, that 
was most definitely not one of them! As a parent, you are the primary 
youth pastor of your child. Our loving Father has entrusted you with 
the privilege and responsibility of pastoring your child to love Jesus 
and live entirely for Him!  
 
Given that, as the youth pastor of South Shores Church, it is my goal 
to do everything in my power to equip, encourage, and instruct you 
(the primary youth pastors of your child) to faithfully do what God has 
called you to do. This packet is one small effort toward that end. 
 
WHAT IS THIS THING? 
 

This is our PIP (Parent Information Pack). We have two purposes for 
producing, printing, and distributing these to the parents of our 
students. First, we hope to inform parents about what we will be 
teaching their son/daughter in each new teaching series. Second, 
want to equip parents with information/resources that will help them 
use this teaching series to shepherd their children toward Christ. To 
put it shortly, we want to inform and equip our parents (the primary 
youth pastors) to use our teaching series in the best possible ways for 
the good of their child and the glory of God. 
 
WHAT IS IN THIS THING? 
 

Don’t be overwhelmed by all the text. Don’t feel a need to read it all 
at once (although we encourage you to make your way through it all 
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at some point). To help you get a grasp of what’s inside, here is a 
brief description. 
 

• Explanation of the Series 
 

• Resources 
 

• Student Challenges for the Series 
 

• Ideas for the Parents 
 

• Teaching Schedule 
 
Hopefully that helps to give you a grasp of what were shooting for 
with this thing. 
 
ANY IDEAS FOR PASTOR DANA?  
 

If you have any ideas to help better these packs or The Ride’s 
ministry, please let me know! Input from parents is invaluable to me! 
If there is anything we can do at The Ride to help you shepherd your 
child to walk faithfully with Jesus Christ, feel free to email me at 
ddill@southshores.org or come in for an office visit or even invite me 
over to your home (I love coffee and food)! I am here to serve you 
and your family. 
 
Fighting for Your Joy, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dana 
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EXPLANATION OF THE SERIES 
WHAT WE ARE DOING & WHY WE ARE DOING IT 

 
 

THE MAIN IDEA OF THIS SERIES 
 
A lot of people think answering the question, “Who is God?“ is basic. 
They think, “Everyone knows who God is, right? Creator, Ruler, 
Judge, blah, blah, blah.” But the truth is, there is more to God than 
many people assume. In the Bible, God describes Himself as much 
more than simply a Creator, Ruler, and Judge of the World: He 
reveals Himself as Triune. Our One God has eternally existed in three 
distinct persons – the Father, Son, and Spirit. But what does that 
mean? Is that really important? What does God as Trinity have 
anything to do with my life or the lives of middle schoolers! It is these 
questions and more that we hope to answer in our first Fall teaching 
series (January to February) entitled, “One God: Father, Son, Spirit.” 
 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SERIES 
 
The purpose of this teaching series is to introduce the Ride students 
to the teaching about the Trinity and help them see how 
foundationally important it is to their Christian faith and practical it is 
for their Christians lives. As a result of this series, we hope the 
students don’t only understand and believe the teaching about the 
Trinity, but that they become excited and overjoyed by it as well.  
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WHY ARE WE STUDYING THE TRINITY? 
 
There are numerous reasons why we are choosing to study the Trinity 
at The Ride. They can be listed as such: 
 

1. The Trinity is Who God is! There is no truth more important 
than truth about who God is. There is nothing more important 
to the Christian than knowing the truth about who God is. 
Therefore, if God is Triune, then it is our duty and delight to 
understand and exalt in it! 
  

2. The Trinity is Essential to the Christian Faith. Without 
the Trinity, there is no gospel. There is no Father who sends His 
One and Only Son (John 3:16) to die in the place of sinners (1 
John 4:10) and there is no Holy Spirit given to make sinners 
alive (Titus 3:4-5). If there is no Trinity, there is no gospel. 
  

3. The Trinity is Christianity’s Most Distinctive Teaching. 
Michael Reeves said it well, “What makes Christianity absolutely 
distinct is the identity of our God. Which God we worship: that 
is the article of faith that stands before all others. The bedrock 
of our faith is nothing less than God Himself, and every aspect 
of the gospel – creation, revelation, salvation – is only Christian 
insofar as it is the creation, revelation, and salvation of this God, 
the Triune God.”1 
 

4.  The Trinity is Misunderstood by Many Christians. 
Whether by using faulty analogies (an egg, a cup of ice water, a 
father/son/grandfather, etc.) or simply by poor teaching, lots of 

                                                
1 Michael Reeves, Delighting in the Trinity, page 15-16 
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Christians misunderstand what the Bible teaches about the 
Trinity and tend to spread their misunderstanding to others.  
 

5. The Trinity is Often Ignored or Downplayed by Many 
Christians. Often times because of confusion and complexity, 
many churches and Christians today see the Trinity as 
something that may be important, but not something that is 
essential, beautiful, or exciting. Instead of glorying and rejoicing 
in the Trinity, many Christians simply neglect it.  

 
For these reasons, and more, we thought it worthwhile to expose 
our students to the teaching of the Trinity so they would have their 
misunderstandings corrected, their faith strengthened, their hearts 
overjoyed, their lives guided, and their minds blown by how good 
our Glorious and Triune God is.  
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RESOURCES FOR THE SERIES 
SOME THINGS TO GET YOU UP TO SPEED ON THE CREED 

 

If your not sure you can help your child understand the Trinity, don’t 
fret! I encourage you to take this opportunity to learn so you rejoice 
with your child in the rich truths of the Trinity! In order to help you 
better understand the Biblical teaching about the Trinity we offer the 
following resources. 
 
ONE HELPFUL DIAGRAM 
 
Throughout the series your student will be exposed to this very 
helpful diagram that pictorially summarizes what the Bible teaches 
about the Trinity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
TWO ARTICLES 
 

1. The Doctrine of the Trinity: No Christianity Without It // Kevin 
DeYoung. A very short and to the point article explaining the 
Trinity and its important implications. Google the title and it 
should be the first article listed.  
 

2. What is the Doctrine of the Trinity? // Matt Perman. A little 
longer than the previous, but with a wealth neatly organized 
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information and a helpful bibliography for further study. Google 
the title and author name and it should be the first article listed.  

 
TWO BOOKS 
 

1. Delighting in the Trinity // Michael Reeves (130 Pages). An 
excellent and very short book that helpfully unpacks the Trinity 
and powerfully shows how practical this teaching is for everyday 
life. A must read. 
  

2. Father, Son, & Holy Spirit // Bruce Ware (158 Pages). Another 
excellent, short, and very practical book that clearly unpacks the 
Trinity and shows how it completely affects all we think, say, do, 
and desire.  

 
TWO VIDEOS/SERMONS 
 

1. Only the Triune God is Love. A round table discussion between 
three pastors/theologians about the importance of the Trinity for 
the Christian life. You can find the video here: 
http://vimeo.com/44935725 
  

2. The Trinity of Persons // Bruce Ware. A sermon by theologian 
Bruce Ware where he unpacks the doctrine of the Trinity in simple 
and powerful terms. You can find this sermon by searching the title 
and name on Google. 

 
If you have trouble locating any of the above resources online, please 
let me know! Also, I (Dana) have many more resources I would love to 
supply you with. If you would like to have more, please feel 
encouraged to email me at ddill@southshores.org. 
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STUDENT CHALLENGES 
THINGS WE WILL BE CHALLENGING YOUR KIDS TO DO 

 
For each teaching series, we try to come up with a few simple 
challenges that will hopefully spur the students on to greater learning 
and response to the sermons they’re hearing preached. For our ONE 
GOD series, our three challenges are as follows. 
 
1) DAILY BIBLE READING PLAN.  
 

For 2015, The Ride will be reading the Bible together! We will be 
following a Bible reading plan that will take us through the Old 
Testament and New Testament in one year! Students, leaders, and 
parents are all encouraged to join in as we excitedly dig into God’s 
Word in 2015. 
 
2) MEMORY VERSE.  
 

Our memory verse for our ONE GOD series is 2 Corinthians 
13:14, which reads: 
 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

 
3) SCRIPTURE PROJECTS.  
 

At the beginning of this series, your child will be given a little booklet 
called, Scripture Projects. This booklet has a series of short, guided 
Bible studies that will have your students digging into specific 
portions of God’s Word to learn significant truths specifically about 
some aspect of the Trinity. We highly encourage parents to do this 
with your students or even the whole family! 
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PARENT IDEAS FOR THE SERIES  
IDEAS FOR PARENTS TO DO WITH THEIR KIDDOS 

 

Here are some ideas to try out sometime during the course of this 
series. Don’t feel a need to do them all (or any at all), but we hope 
they do help stir up good ideas for you. If you have any, let us know! 
We hope these help create valuable times for both you and your 
children.  
 
DO THE BIBLE READING PLAN!  There will be few things to 
encourage your child to read the Bible than to ask them to join you in 
doing it! Also, this will provide great opportunities for good conversation 
as you both are reading the same Scriptures together! Have your child pick 
up a Bible reading plan for you too and join them in reading the Bible in 
2015!  
 
ASK QUESTIONS ON THE CAR RIDE HOME! Every 
Tuesday afternoon we send a Ride Preview email and post a Ride Preview 
Blog which gives you a both a summary of everything we will be doing on 
the coming Wednesday and discussion questions to ask on the car ride 
home! Check out the Parent-Link blog, read the questions and surprise 
your kids with very specific questions relating to what they heard that 
night.  
 
SERVE TOGETHER!  Hebrews 9:13 says that Christ’s blood has 
cleansed our consciences, “so that we may serve the living God!” One of 
the innumerable benefits of Christ’s cross is that it has freed us to serve 
God with joy and not begrudging submission. Read this verse with your 
child and figure out some way to serve the Lord. Do a project for someone 
in need. Clean up the youth center (woo hoo!). Invite the small group 
leaders over for dinner with the family! 
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TEACHING SCHEDULE 
THE WHAT, WHO, AND WHEN OF OUR TEACHINGS 

 

1.  JANUARY 7 | WHY THE TRINITY? 
The Summary: Isn’t the Trinity a really unimportant and overly complex 
teaching that men created a few hundred years after the Bible? Not at 
all. The Trinity is clearly taught in all of Scripture and is essential for all 
our Christian faith and practice. To put it simply, there is no Christianity 
without the Trinity. 
The Scriptures: Genesis 1:26; Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 
Corinthians 13:14. 
The Teacher: Pastor Dana Dill 
 

2.  JANUARY 14 | OUR TRIUNE GOD 
The Summary: A lot of people think they understand God, but if they 
don’t understand the Trinity, then they don’t understand God because 
that is who God is! The doctrine of the Trinity can be explained in three 
simple statements. First, there is only one God. Second, our one God 
has always existed in three distinct persons: the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Third, each person is fully God. 
The Scriptures: Various (See Student Notes) 
The Teacher: Pastor Dana Dill 
 

3.  JANUARY 21 | OUR ABUNDANT GOD 
The Summary: The Trinitarian God has always existed in love within the 
members of the Trinity. In eternity past, the Father has always loved the 
Son, the Son has always loved the Father, etc. Because of this, all of 
creating and saving work is really an outpouring of His abundant love 
that He has always enjoyed. In creating and saving us, God is calling us 
into His loving joy. 
The Scriptures: Genesis 1; Ephesians 1 
The Teacher: Jeff Sholar 
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4.  JANUARY 28 | THE FATHER WHO PLANS 

The Summary: Within the Triune God’s loving work of salvation, the 
Father orchestrates the plan. He elects His people from before the 
foundation of the world. He sends the Son to rescue them and raises 
Him from the dead. He continually draws people toward His Son to be 
saved. The Father is the God who saves. 
The Scriptures: Ephesians 1 
The Teacher: Pastor Dana Dill 
 

5.  FEBRUARY 4 | THE SON WHO ACCOMPLISHES 
The Summary: Jesus, God the Son, willingly submits to the Father’s 
plan of salvation and becomes flesh in order to become our Savior. He 
lived for righteousness, died for as our propitiation, and was raised from 
the dead so that we might too be raised. He endured our punishment 
so we could share in His blessing. The Son is the God who saves. 
The Scriptures: Ephesians 1; John 3:16-17; Mark 10:45 
The Teacher: Charlie Plump 
 

6.  FEBRUARY 11 | THE SPIRIT WHO APPLIES 
The Summary: The Spirit takes the perfect and finished work of Jesus 
Christ and applies it to believers. He gives us eyes to see, faith to 
believe, conviction to repent, and a love that makes us cling to Jesus. 
The Holy Spirit is the God who saves. 
The Scriptures: John 14-16; Ephesians 1:11-14 
The Teacher: Pastor Dana Dill 
 

7.  FEBRUARY 18 | THE TRINITARIAN LIFE 
The Summary: The doctrine of the Trinity changes everything for us. In 
this sermon, we will go through several applications the doctrine has in 
our worship and lives. 
The Scriptures: Various 
The Teacher: Noah Gjersten 
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